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Introduction:  
 
The Egypt and Jordan Study Tour was a study abroad experience sponsored by the College of Notre 
Dame of Maryland (CND) in collaboration with Civilizations Exchange & Cooperation Foundation 
(CECF). The study tour was offered to the Loyola College in Maryland community after Soad 
Mahfouz, a representative from Loyola, approached Sister Eileen Eppig and Imam Mohamed Bashar 
Arafat, who were co-leading the tour, regarding possible involvement.  
 
For pre-trip preparations, Sister Eileen hosted three pre-ÔÒÉÐ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐȭÓ ÌÏÇÉÓÔÉÃÓ 
were shared, e.g. possible itinerary, accommodations, travel plans, information on the culture and 
religion of both countries. In addition, CECF was continually updating the participants with last-
minute itinerary changes and other travel information. The total number of participants for the 
study tour was 33, including the three co-leaders (Sister Eileen, Imam Bashar, and Soad). 
 

Trip:  
 
Day 1: The study tour officially begins with our traveling from Baltimore to JFK Airport to reach our 
destination: Cairo. Participants were given the option to meet at the CND to take a bus from CND to 
JFK Airport (bus cost: $90 round-trip) or to provide their own transportation to JFK. Once all the 
participants arrived in JFK Airport, we went through the usual security.  
 
Day 2: After clearing through the security at the Cairo International Airport, we were greeted by a 
representative from the Wadi Travel Agency. We boarded a bus to Felfela Restaurant, where we 
enjoyed Egyptian cuisine for lunch.   
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After lunch, we checked into the Grand 
Pyramids Hotel to freshen up and prepare for 
the Nile Dinner Cruise. The hotel was located 
in a seemingly urban area near the Pyramids. 
However, the hotel itself was grand, and its 
accommodations were comfortable.  
 

 


