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 Youth seeking to achieve better understanding and agreement as they prepare for positions of leadership 
 

 

                            Youth striving to lay foundations for harmony and global peace    

 
 

        In just four days, youth representing 24 countries, were able to overcome many stereotypes, 

recognize the strength in diversity, develop friendships and experience a feeling of mutual 

respect and cooperation 
 

Who were these amazing people? 
 

International Exchange students currently in the USA through the State Departmentôs YES, FLEX, CBYX and ASMYLE Programs 

and American high school students, who served as ambassadors, representing the twenty four (24) countries and cultures below: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afghanist an  

Armenia  

Egypt  

Georgia  

Germany  

Ghana  

India  

Indonesia  

Jordan  

Kyrgyzstan  

Lebanon  

Montenegro  

Pakistan  

Philippines  

Russia  

Saudi Arabia  

Serbia  

Tajikistan  

Thailand  

Tunisia  

Turkey  

Turkmenistan  

United States  

Ukraine  

 

 

   
 
 

SHARING ONE WORLD 



 

Thursday - February 12, 2009 
 

The main conference day took place on the premises of the Epcot Theme Park in Walt Disney World.   We began  

by participating in the Millennium Cultures Experiential Program.  The objectives are for the students to discover, 

explore, and learn to recognize how the various aspects of culture are impacted by changes in technology,  

commerce, communication, and people. 

 

 Our students were broken into four groups for these activities.  Each group had a Disney staff facilitator and at  

 least one of our chaperones to accompany each of the four groups. 

 
 

Mil lennium Cultures Program  

 
 

 

Spaceship Earth takes you through time to discover 

different methods of communication that has been used 

and the changes that have taken place in various parts 

of the world.   

 

Non-verbal communication is an international method 

of conveying your feelings.  Can you guess what she is 

feeling? 

 

Visit Club Cool and sample products from around the 

world ï we all have different tastes and backgrounds.  

What did you think of the different flavors from 

Germany, Italy, China, Japan, etcé? 

 
 

 

Welcome to Disneyôs World Showcase! Eleven (11) countries are represented.  Which of them are familiar to you? 
 

 

QUESTION:   Do you know how cultures come together and the different phases? 

 

ANSWER:  Assimilation ï Accommodation - Cultural Displacement 
   



 

THE AMERICAN ADVENTURE:  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
�/�H�W�·�V���:�R�U�N���7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�R���6�W�D�\���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�� 

Where are you from and where are you now?  What traits make up culture?  Architecture, Food, Dress, 
�/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����7�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����H�W�F�«.. We are all interconnected!  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

After a catered lunch in the Odyssey Pavilion, an afternoon of presentations and discussions followed. 
 
 

 Welcome & Introduction to the conference by Mr. Bassem Chaaban, 

Operations Director of the Islamic Society of Central Florida, the  

co-sponsor of CECFôs BUBW-Orlando Conferences. 
 

 Main Address ñThe World Today:  The Family of Adam and Eveò; 

elaborating on the need for ñCrossing the Divide,ò while developing 

an atmosphere of belonging, as well as cultural understanding and 

sensitivity, which leads to successful interactions in whatever career 

you pursue by Imam Mohamad Bashar Arafat, President and 

Founder of Civilizations Exchange and Cooperation Foundation. 
 

 

 

 


