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2008 Better Understanding for a Better World 
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If the youth of each nation are the hope of its fruitful future,  
then the future of the worldõs civilization is soon to rest on the hands of our youth. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Afghanistan  

Azerbaijan  

Bangladesh  

Georgia  

Germany  

Ghana  

India  

Kazakhstan  

Kyrgyzstan  

Kuwait  

Lebanon  

 

 

Malaysia  

Moldova  

Pak istan  

Palestine  

Russia  

Saudi Arabia  

Thailand  

Turkey  

Ukraine  

United States  

Yemen  

 

 

Twenty two (22) countries were represented by participants from U.S. high schools, as well as the International 

Exchange students, who are in the USA through the State Departmentôs YES, FLEX, CBYX and ASMYLE Programs. 

 



GOALS AND OUTCOME OF CONFERERNCE 
 

This conference was developed with the following objectives in mind: 

Á to help overcome ignorance among youth about each other by facilitating mutual understanding and appreciation 

between students from diverse regional, economic, social, religious and ethnic backgrounds 

Á to provide a platform for exchanging views and perspectives in face-to-face dialogues       

Á to facilitate mutual understanding and appreciation of each otherôs culture and religious background 

Á to learn about and discuss the practice of religion in a pluralistic society and the benefits of co-existing in a 

tolerant and mutually respectful manner 

Á to forge ties of friendship between American students and others from around the world 

Á to help the participants learn about and realize their leadership qualities and potential 

Á to waken the students to the importance of being a responsible global citizen  

  

The overall outcome of the conference was very heartening: 

Our last three annual BUBW Conferences were conducted in Orlando, Florida and were not only extraordinarily 

beneficial, but also very entertaining and enjoyable for the participants since they were able to laugh with one another and 

share new experiences at the Walt Disney World Theme Parks.   

 

We have always had very diverse groups of participants from many cultures, nationalities and backgrounds, who 

enthusiastically worked together and constructively discussed issues raised during the various components of the 

conference.   

 

To our great pleasure, the conference in Baltimore was just as successful, enriching and filled with excitement as the 

conferences in Orlando.  The students came to know one another very well over the short 4-day period and expressed their 

heartfelt feelings as they left to return to their host communities.  This rare experience was filled with opportunities to 

engage in dialogue and priceless lessons regarding respect and tolerance for others and an appreciation for the diversity 

that exists around the world.  One of the students stated that ñI feel so fortunate because I now have three families: my 

natural family, my host family and my BUBW family.ò 
 

Participants from Europe shared experiences with participants from Asia, Southeast Asia, Africa, and the U.S. that they 

never imagined and vice versa.  Many of them returned home with views and experiences to share with their communities, 

which were far different from those with which they arrived.  The importance of entering into dialogue with people, who 

seem different from you, believe in something that you know little about or live somewhere else, is critical when striving 

to achieve understanding, cooperation and peace.  This lesson applies to local communities, countries, continents and, in 

deed, the entire world.   

 

The participants of this conference learned so much from listening and having opportunities to speak and raise questions 

during the dialogues, workshops and even informal moments like sharing a late night snack, which touched upon issues 

ranging from culture, religion, leadership, and global citizenship to situations facing the youth of today and how to 

achieve their dreams.  Perhaps they benefited in a more personal way by sharing rooms with students from other countries 

and enjoying their free-time spent in the National Aquarium of Baltimore, Riding the Ducks Land & Water Tour of 

Baltimore, and attending a performance by Rajasthan Folk Art Musicians from India at the American Visionary Art 

Museum.  Despite the minor differences among them, they found the amount of similarities both amazing and reassuring.   

 

Following the visits to a mosque, synagogue and church, we incorporated a panel discussion into the interfaith component 

of the conference and, as usual, it was one of the highlights of the conference.  The intellectual curiosity of the 

participants was unleashed and the panelists continued to answer questions even as we left the building and walked to the 

bus.  The panelists were delighted to see such curiosity and engage in this journey of understanding together.   

 

Throughout the various components of the conference (Diversity, Cultural Understanding, Interfaith, Leadership Styles, 

Global Citizenship and Media Discernment, stereotypes were eradicated and education about other countries, cultures, 

people and views were discussed, deep philosophical issues were uncovered and a ñtruly better understanding and 

appreciationò for one another began to unfold.   

 

The commitment of the students to embrace the mantra ñWe Can, We Must and We Willò become responsible global 

citizens, who strive to listen with a discerning ear and create a better world for all humanity, was a sight to behold! 



SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES  
 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 
 

 

Pizza social and ice-breaking games provided structured, casual evening activities, 

which enabled students to become familiar with one another and have a great time as 

we waited for everyone to arrive.  A student from India showed what phenomenal 

listening skills she demonstrating that she correctly remembered the first name and 

special quality for 34 of 42 students, who participated in that particular ice-breaking 

game.  Kudos to our ACES student, Zara! 
    

 

     Friendship knows no borders. 

Thursday, April 24 , 2008 
 

The main conference day conducted in the Joy Café at the American Visionary Art Museum included:   
 

 

1. Main Address ñThe World Today:  The Family of Adam and Eveò 

elaborated on the need for reaching beyond the invisible barriers, 

developing an atmosphere of belonging, cultural understanding and 

sensitivity, and perhaps more importantly, ñnever judging a book by its 

cover,ò which was presented by Imam Mohamad Bashar Arafat. 

 

 

2. A discussion of ñThe Reality of Our World Today:  How Ignorance 

and Stereotypes Cause Conflict and Failureò was led by Imam 

Darryl Wainwright  as he encouraged students to express their 

thoughts on a variety of issues. 
                                    Resounding applause ended the sessions. 

 

3. Individual and group presentations were given by students from Georgia, 

India , Bangladesh, and Ghana describing various aspects of their lives 

as teenagers in their respective countries.  The love and appreciation for 

their societies, traditions and families back home was expressed eloquently 

and with great pride.  What wonderful ambassadors they have become! 

 

 

                  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

4. After a refreshing lunch at the Federal Hill Park in Baltimore, which overlooks the Inner Harbor, students 

were given a personally guided tour of the current exhibit, ñAll Faiths Beautifulò by the Director of the 

American Visionary Art Museum, Ms. Rebecca Alban Hoffmeyer.  Everyone found something that they 

could relate to on a personal level, as well as learned a great deal about the way people express their beliefs 

about their own faiths.   

 

 

 

 
 

5. Break out sessions and group discussions ended 

the formal conference activities for the day as 

we made our way to the Inner Harbor for 

dinner and then enjoyed the musical talents of 

the Rajasthan Folk Art Musicians from 

India . 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ñI loved the level of interaction between people my age from so many cultures and the expression of each 

oneôs beliefs was INCREDIBLE !ò 
 

 



Friday, April 25 , 2008 
 

Visiting Religious Communities of the Abrahamic Faiths 
Á Rev. Jeff Dauses and Mr. Mark Potter, The Baltimore Basilica  

Á Rabbi David Spey, Temple Beth Ami  

Á Imam Mohamad Bashar Arafat and Br. Zaffer Mirza, Muslim Community Center 
 

The leaders of these communities shared their respective practices, similarities and differences with one another, as well 

as their experiences living in a pluralistic society. 
 

The Baltimore Basilica 
 

Mr. Mark Potter gave the group a tour of the newly renovated Basilica and described many of the items housed within it.  

Then Rev. Jeff Dauses discussed some of the specific beliefs and practices of Catholicism.    

 

 

 

 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple Beth Ami 
 

Rabbi David Spey shared the teachings of Judaism with the students and gave them an opportunity to ask many 

questions, which the students took full advantage of.  He also gave them a tour of the synagogue, childcare facilities and 

talked about the activities conducted in this community.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Muslim Community Center 
 

 

Imam Mohamad Bashar Arafat spoke to the 

participants about the practices and traditions of 

Islam, as well as commonalities and differences with 

other faith traditions.  He also briefly mentioned 

some of the misconceptions about Islam and touches 

upon the interfaith activities in which the Muslims 

Community is involved.   

 

Most of the BUBW participants either observed or 

participated in the Friday service and prayer 

(Jumaôah) performed at MCC by Imam Mohamad 

Bashar Arafat. 

 

 

 

 

    Comments from participants: 

 

Can you imagine how it feels to learn 

so much and share the experience 

with so many people from different 

backgrounds?   
 

In just 3 days, we are thinking and 

working together like we have known 

each other for our entire lives.   
 

Differences donôt matter as long as 

there is real understanding. 
 

 

 

 

   Panel Discussion conducted at MCC foll owing the Interfaith Visits:  
 



 

Ride the Ducks Tour of Baltimore 
 

Following a day filled with serious discussions, the group enjoyed touring Baltimore as they ñrode the 

ducks.ò These vehicles transport groups on land and water during a 70 ï 120 minute tour.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, April 26, 2008 
 

Becoming a Global Citizen Workshop conducted by         

Ms. Victoria McColm from the United States Institute of 

Peace 
 

o Building Cross-Cultural Relations:  

Á Objective:  Recognize that cultural differences may 

exist, but relationships can be built based on an 

understanding of shared common values, experiences 

and goals.  As a citizen of the world, realize that 

everyone is impacted by changes or lack of changes in 

technology, commerce, communication and general 

advancements within society regardless of where you 

live. 
 

o Discerning Media Language: 

Á Objective:  Understanding that words have negative, positive and neutral nuances and can impact your 

perception of a person, place, event or situation.  As you read, watch and listen to news, documentaries 

and other sources of information, identify words that the authors/reporters use to sway your opinion and 

persuade you to view issues through their eyes. 

   
 

The students were divided into five groups and every group 

consisted of representatives from a variety of countries 

/regions.  Each group read about a current event from four 

different media sources and were asked to identify words that 

were used in each article that affected your opinion of what 

happened and who was involved.   This exercise also helped 

prove to that that they could work together and come to 

mutually agreeable conclusions. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The National Aquarium in Baltimore 
We spent the afternoon exploring the National Aquarium in Baltimore and then returned to the hotel to 

prepare for the banquet in the evening. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Better Understanding for a Better World Banquet 
Sheraton Baltimore Washington International Hotel 

Saturday, April 26, 2008 
 

 The Potential for Youth in a Globalized World  
 

The banquet began with a brief reflection about the conference events by Ms. Rebecca Alban Hoffmeyer, the 

Director of the American Visionary Art Museum, which set the tone of the event.  Her speech was followed by 

a delicious ñCustom Tastes of the Worldò Buffet Dinner.   
 

 

 

 

The highlight of the evening was an impassioned speech given by  

Mr. Asadullah Sohail, an exchange student from Afghanistan, which inspired 

and moved everyone to tears.  Asadullah is making the most of his experience 

in the United States by excelling in his education, absorbing as much 

information about the American Culture, and even more impressively, 

establishing and raising funds for a library back home in his community in 

Afghanistan.  He is an inspiration to everyone. 

 

The Certificate Ceremony and Closing Remarks were performed by Imam 

Mohamad Bashar Arafat, President and Founder of CECF.  Seeing the 

potential in each of the participants and hearing about their vision for their 

futures inspired him to share examples of the focus, dedication, and 

preparation it took to make his dream a realization.  Dream big, work to 

achieve your dream and 

never give up hope.  He 

brought the banquet to an 

end with his heartfelt 

words of appreciation for 

the efforts and support of 

everyone, who helped to 

make this conference a 

success.    
 

 


